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The word ‘empire’ comes from the Latin word

_imperium, which means supreme power. Simpl

put, an empire is a collection of smaller kfngdcms
or territories ruled b& one powerful emperor. Often,
these territories came under imperial control
after wars or conquests.

The smaller kingdom.s did not vanish. 7}163
usmllg kept their own rulers, but those rulers
had to accept the emperor’s overlordship. This

meant fheg became tributaries, Pa‘yfng regular_
tribute to the emperor in the form of gold , silver,
grain, livestock, elephants, or other valuable goods.

A fribufarg (or vassal) is a ruler or state that has : ol
submitted to an emperor. 77’163 continue to govern f_FDID You KNOW?]—f@?‘*‘

their land but must: The. title Chakravartin, often used
 Accept the emperor’s au'f:horifg. for emperors in_ancient India,
o Send reguiar tribute ( money, metals, crops, animals or soldiers). iffemﬂg means " one whose
® Show logaffg and respect. “\ [\ | chariot wheels roll everywhere)
This sgsfem helped the emperor control vast lands without 53”?450!555"g that their power
dfrecf{y ruling every corner. _ _extended across the entire world
Ancient Indian texts tised special fitles to show the fson to_them ]

emperor’s supreme authowfiy:
- Samraj = “lord of all” or supreme ruler ( Emperor)
- Adhirgjo - overlord
- Rc‘ija.dhir&J’a.._: ki’ng of kings

| 5.2. Features of an Empire

An empire was more than a large kfngdom; it was a system of
power, control and organisation. To hold vast territories together,
emperors had to combine military strength with efficient administration,
access to resources and cultural patronage.

@ Central Authority
At the heart of every empire was the emperor, who
exerted auf}mii‘g over fribufa,rg kings and chiefs.
These local rulers governed their areas but paid
tribute (in grain, 8o!d, livestock or eie;::ha.nts) and
acknowledged the emperor's supremacy. In return,
fhe.g were. allowed to continue ruiing under imperial

protection.
@ Milt'f:arg Power
Strong, trained armies expanded the empire, kept
tributary states under control and defended its
borders. Rival kingdoms often competed for
supremacy and the one with superior miifi'arg
and resources became the overlord.



5.2.1. Trade, Trade Routes and Guilds

Running an empire was not easy. Wars and armies may expand
borders, but maintaining them was a costly affair. Soldiers needed
food, clothes, weapons and salaries. Horses and elephants required
constant care. Forts, roads and ships had to be built. All of this
demanded enormous economic power.

That’s whg rulers depende.d heavily on _prod'ucﬁon and trade.
A strong economy kept the empire elive and also improved people’s
quality of life. Trade routes, whether by road, river or sea, were

,_
——( DID You KNow ?J—_@:,

The Roman Empire prized Indian
spices and cotton so highly that
Roman writers complained their
women were "draining Rome’s
goid” bH im?aorﬁng luxuries from
India! This shows how far Indian
‘Em.de. nﬂfwo‘rks Teached.

carefully controlled, so that goods could move safeig across regions
and even begcmd[ India’s borders.

Archaeology and literature tell us what was traded in
ancient India :

m Textiles like cotton and silk.
Spices and agriculfurai Procfuce. 1f (%
Luxurg good.s such as gems, handicrafts and ornaments.
Animals for fa.rming or warfare. =
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5.3. The Rise of Magadha
Between the 6 and 4th cenf‘urg BCE, north India went fhrough a Periad.
of grmf c}w.nge. Among the sixteer ma.h&ja.rmpa.das (io.rge kingdoms with
assemblies), one stood out, Magadha (modern south Bihar and near53 region.s).
It soon became the centre of power and laid the foundation for India’s first

greaf: empire 3

5.3.1. Early Strength of Magadha

Poweffu.l rulers such as Aj&fds’a.fru expa.nded Maﬂadha and sfrengfhened

it ‘Himugh wars, alliances and administration. Interestingly, two of the 3rea.f:esf
spirffuai teachers in world hisfary, Gautama Buddha and Mahavirae, lived d!uf‘ing
his reign.
Magadha’s rise was not accidental. Its geography and resources gave it
many admn{'ages :
(1) Fertile land of the Ganga plains — Produced abundant crops.
@ Thick fm*esfs nmrbg — Provided timber for construction and eie‘pha.nf:s
for the army.
@ Rich deposits of iron ore and minerals — Gave tools for farming and
sharper, lighter weapons for soldiers.

(4) Rivers like the Ganga and Son — Acted as highways for trade and communication. J

5.3.2. The Nanda Dynasty

In the 5% century BCE, Mahdpadma Nanda founded the Nonda dynasty. He
expanded Magadha. .53 unifing many smaller J:ingdams under his rule. The economy
grew so sf:mng that he even issued coins, a clear mark of mgm‘. power and Prospertf:b-

Greek accounts tell us that the Nanaia_s maintained one r;f the i’argesf armies of the
time. But power and wealth came with Pmb!ems. The last ruler, Dhana Nanda, was

said to be exf.remelg wea.ifhg‘ but also deeply unpopula.r because of his oppressive
Pal'.fcie.s.

Priya asks: If the Nandas had so much power, why did their dynasty end?
Priya explains: Because rulers must be loved and respected bg their people.
Dhana Nanda's unfair ways made people angry, and this anger helped a new
leader, Chandragupta Maurya, rise to power.

Some of the sixteen mah3janapadas

?&;ﬁ ... But How? =

rﬁlﬂ W Tiny Questions, Big Explorer Answers!’ !
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Rishi asks: Whg was Maso.dha. able to
rise so quickly?

Rishi explains: Because noture gave
it rich land, forests, iron and Tivers.
Rulers used these resources wisely
and built a strong army and
administration. That'’s how Maga.dha.
became the most Powe.‘!‘fui kl'ngdomk

A punch-marked silver coin

of Mahapadma MNanda.

Greek writers mentioned that the Nanda
army had about 2,00,000 infantry,
20,000 ca.valrg, 2,000 chariots and
3,000 el'.e.Ph.a,nf:s — one qf the farsesf
standing armies in the ancient world!

—D1p You KNOW?]—:@;?—.,




5.6.5. Glimpses of Everqday Life in the Mq,urya,n Era (contmued. )

Crafts and artisans Communication Food and agriculture

® Farmers grew two crops a year
because rain came in both summer
and winter.

® Granaries stocked with food
grains helped people during

= Cities were alive with the work of = Couriers carried messages across
blacksmiths, potters, carpenters, the empire, keeping communication —]
Jjewellers and other artisans. active.
® Their skills produced tools, ornaments  ® Vessels of water were placed at ¢
and daily-use items in demand both intervals along the streets to deal }
within and beyond the empire. with fires — an early form of |
civic Sefety; Water pot kept
on the street

emrsencf.es :

5.6.5. (conf.irw.ed. )

Dress and appearance

Gl"ﬂ.l'lﬂ.l"y _ED StOI'E
grain

* People usually wore cotton garments.

* Lower garment reached below the knees.

. Upper garment was draped over the
shoulders.

* Some wore leather shoes with decorated

—{ DD You KNow?j—j@ﬁ

The Mcu.uya.s were not on.ly Puwerfui
rulers. They cared fnr their People's

Lower garment  Upper guﬁm.ni Leather shoes  Decaraticn on shoes Sﬂfe'-y, welfare and comfort. Good

designs and thick soles, not only for below the knees draped. cver the it thick sl with et desips | governance, planning and balanced
comfarf. but also to appear taller. shoulders o le their zmpma sl'.r'on.g el
respected for centuries.
J
5.6.6. Art and Architecture of the Mauryas
The Mcu.l.rym Pe'.rl'.or.l'. marked a fu.rrl.irlg Point in India's art and architecture. For the fl'.r'st time, ’.a.rge-s:aie,
use of stone replaced earlier materials like woed and brick, giving structures strength and permanence.

Stapas, Chaityas and Vihdras Rock-Cut Sculptures and Symbelism
mtifhe Wrealit Mpafadl Sanchus ome off fndide oldart » The elephant sculpture at Dhauli represents
stone monuments. the Buddha — powerful, inieiﬁsmt. calm

s A 5,|‘_'EPa, s a domg—shafaed, structure built over o senue
raes (81 ﬂ“;td“‘*‘“, “‘Lsm"f h’_"""‘k" s e - = Animals liks slephants, lions, horsss and
place for m et WOnSIR. ,d--':':i‘:r:_"ﬁ bulls were frequently carved to symbolise
* The large, round hemisphericaldome is called the  [iEAEAECZED iklch ; ,
_ » - Sém‘lsth, wlsdom Cl.rl.d COSMLC Order-
anda, which means egg or cosmic womb. °°°°
® People walked around it in pradaksind (circumambulation) li i '.l
as an act af meditation and worship. 14 I A " /
= Chaityas were prayer halls where communities 3uﬂmmd =
for religious practices. The eri: Stupa Su-ncht
= Vihdras were monasteries where Buddhist monks lived, : =
studied sc_n'.!;lures and fo.uﬂ[‘l.f: students. Th23 became EIgPhﬂ.rLi scu!lutu.ne at Dhauli
important centres of learning and meditation.
5.6.7. Mauryan Coinage WAIT... BUT HOW? %

Archaeologists have discovered hoards of Mauryan punch-marked coins. These were not carved designs Rishi asks: Whﬂ were purch marks L,seé.
modern coins but small silver pieces stamped with symbols such as H\t. sun, trees, mounfains or animals. instead of desisns like icd.u.b‘?

= These symbols represented royal autherity while
others showed control over trade or resources.

= Coins helped in trode, supported taxation and
showed the strength of the economy.

Rishi expl.a.ins: Punch marks were easy
and quick te make. Each mark carried
a meaning — some showed royal
a.uthorl'.iy while others showed control

owver tl’ﬂdﬂ Qr FESQWrces.

Mauryan silver punch-marked coins

ﬁ FIGURE IT OUT - LET'S PRACTICE! : Y T . S e e e

A. Fill in the blanks. B. Choose the correct ePtions (one or more). C. Give two reasons.
1. A stipa is a dome-shaped structure built | 1. Mauryan coins helped in: 1. Why were granaries impertant during the
over relics of the or great monks. (a) T"'“‘_iﬁ (b) Taxation Mauryan period ?
2. People walked around the stdpa in () Punishment (d) All of these
(cire bulation). 2. Which of the following were symbols in art
3. Chaityas were halls where communities and. coinage ? | 2. Why did Mauryan rulers use stone
gothered for religious practices. (a) Sun g (b) Trees instead of wood and brick for large
i (e} Meountains (d) ALl of these e iren)?
4. Vihdras were where Buddhist menks g ] ures ¢
' A : . 3. Which structure is called the anda?
| lived and studied scriptures. (@) Stipa (b) Chaitye.
4 3 a y
i 5. Mauryan coins were stamped with symbols such (¢) Vihara (d) Palace

as the tn:e.s, mountains or animals,

~ The Rise of Empires 127



Chapter-5 : The Rise of Empires (Continued)

5.6.3. Mauryan Art and Symbols

» The Mauryas were renowned for their polished stone
architecture. A stunning example is # Sarnath pillar
capital erected by Asoka, where the Buddha gave his
first teaching.

« Four lions stand back-to-back, symbolising royal authority.

» Below them are carvings of an elephant, bull, horse and
lion, along with the dharmachakra (wheel of dharma),
representing the Buddha's teachings.

» The Lion Capital of Sarnath was chosen as India's
national emblem after Independenc

5.6.4. Glimpses of Everyday Life in the Mauryan Era

Archaeological finds give us a vivid picture of everyday life and
traditions during the Mauryan period. Terracotta figurines, sculptures
and artefacts reveal the artistry of the time, as well as the values and
cultural practices of society.

Sarnath Pillar Capital

\\ 4
DID YOU KNOW ?}-\§2/~

=

The national moti:o
“satyameva jayate”
(“Truth alone triumphs”)
was added from the
Mundaka Upanisad,
which in full reads:
s::iyamem Jayate
nanrtam — Truth alone
triumphs, not falsehood.

Terracotta figurine Saptamatrkds — l Female deities
of a dancing girl Seven Mother Goddesses

5.6.5. Mauryan Coinage

* Archaeologists have discovered hoards of Mauryan punch-marked cains,
small silver pieces stamped with different symbols such as the sun,
trees, mountains, or ani

= These were not carved designs like modern coins but punch marks
made {sing tiny punches and dies.

» Fach mark carried meaning : some represented royal authority,
while others showed control over trade or resources.

5.6.6. Art and Architecture of the Mauryas

Mauryan silver punch-marked coins * Chaitya

| S 2,

Such ﬁgurirtes show us that
Mauryan society valued

performance, adornment

Stiipas, Chaityas and Viharas

= The Great Stdpa at Sanchi is one of India’s oldest stone
monuments. Originally built of bricks by Aéoka, it was later
enlarged with stone.

* A stipa is a dome-shaped structure built over relics of the Buddha
or great monks, serving as a place for meditation and worship.

» The large, round hemispherical dome in the centre of a stdpa is
called the anda (egg or cosmic womb).

» Chaityas were prayer halls and Viharas were monasteries for monks.

The Great Stupa at Sanchi

5.6.7. Crafts and Urban Life

« Cities were alive with the work of blacksmiths, potters,
carpenters, jewellers and other artisans.

» Well-planned cities had streets, drainage and public safety.

» Houses, often built of wood, sometimes rose to two storeys.

» Vessels of water were placed at intervals along the streets
to deal with fires — an early form of civic safety.

e e o e e e e e e e e e

"4 Figure It Out - Let's Practice! (Auswers)

P Flﬂlntﬁeﬁhnks T B hoasethe Q .

1. farmers ; food supply

2. state gm:ia_r!i ; famine 1. (c) Excellent roads and trade

| 3. ollay 2, (R) Vm 'ﬁ’r ad‘mﬂt & Pe[jbr‘mmce

4. pradaksina 5. prayer ; monasteries

,,-_-*-_---*-—-..

e T e e e e o o e e e e e Bt e i

' Remember

vihdras show how
Asoka spread the
teachings of the

o
Essence of the Chapter

v Rise of Magadha — Nanda
— Maurya Empire.
v Aéokachasethepathaf
and spread Dharma.

v 4 Maurycts moted art,
arrhttectureandtmde

for centuries.

- ——

Buddha far and ide. |

2 ‘

Stipas, chaityas and. |

 Their ideas inspired India [




5.6.6. Art and Architecture of the Mauryas .

The Mauryan period marked a turning point in
India’s art and architecture. For the first time,
large-scale use of stone replaced earlier materials
like wood and brick, giving structures sfr'ensﬂ'z
and permanence.

Stipas, Chaityas and Viharas

® The Great Stipa at Sanchi is one of India's
oldest stone monuments. Originally built of
bricks by Ashoka, it was later enlarged

RECALL & RELATE

The elephant sculpture
at Dhauli shows how
Ashoka's message of
dharma was conveyed
through art and

L symbols,

[

The Great Stiipa at Sanchi

- <l 4
DID YOU KNOwW? —\

with stone. The lion capital of
= A stipa is a d,ome—shaped structure built 2 (Ornamental | Sarnath, built ﬁg
over relics of the Buddha or great menks, Ashoka, is India's
serving as a place for meditation and national emblem today.
worship. == The four lions stand
s The h;uyg, round h.emc'.sphsricul dome in the back -to- back,
centre of a stipa is called the anda, which 5ymbolisin,5 courage,
means egg or cosmic womb. Rock=Cutlibculgtiires Tandlis gnbolisn power and pride.

» People walked around it in pradaksind
(circumambulation) as an act of meditation
and u.rors."l.f.P.

» Chaityas were prayer halls where communities

gathered for religious practices.

Vihdras were monasteries where Buddhist

monks lived, studied scripfurves and. fousht

students. They became important centres
of learning and meditation.

= The elephant sculpture at Dhauli represents the Buddha —powerful,
'anﬁhw.ﬁw,mmmuﬁmﬁwﬂy
carved to symbolise strength, wisdom and cosmic order.

WAIT... BUT HOW? 2
5.6.7. Mauryan Coinage Rishi_asks: Why were
: ; § . e o] ; Fomroees
Archaeclogists have discovered hoards of Mauryan punch-marked coins. i::::' :::m&m; = Sarnath Pillar Capital
L .

These were not carved a'.es@n.s like modern coins but small silver pleces

making  designs?
stamped with symbols such as the sun, trees, mountains or animals. A

Rishi explains: Punch
marks were easy and
qu.ick te make. Each
mark carried o
meaning — some showed
royal authority while
others showed control

over trade or resources.

Mauryan_silver punch-marked coins

5.6.5. Glimpses of Everyday Life in the Mauryan Era
Archaeolagical ﬁnd$ give us a vivid picture of everyday life and fraditions during the Mauryan period.
Communication and safety |

Dress and appearance |

Food and agriculture

Crafts and artisans

» Artisans like blacksmiths,

| = Couriers carried messages | ® Pegple wore cotton

= Cities had s{rw'.shﬁ streets,
drainage systems and
wells for public use.
| » Houses were often built

across the empire and
vessels of water were
placed at intervals

garments.

| o Some wore leather shoes
with designs and thick

Pnéters, carpenters, G Farmers grew two crops

Jewellers made tools,
ornaments and daily-use

a Hﬂﬂr.

* Granaries stored grains

of wood, sometimes

rose to two storeys.

items in demand.

a{arls' the roads _ﬁ)r

travellers,

soles.

FIGURE IT OUT = LET'S PRACTICE!
| A. Fill in the blanks.

B. Choose the correct options (one or more).

1.
is one of India's

C. Give two
Mauryan coins were stamped with symbols like:

FEAS0NS.

to protect food su'olpl'.j
in emergencies.

1. Why were stdpas built?

1. The Great Stdpa at )
oldest stone monuments. (b) Tree
2. The round dome in a stipa is called the (c) Mountains
{d) Flowers

. Vessels of water were placed at intervals along
the 5
. People usually wore

. The elephant sculpture at Dhauli shows:

(o) Power & wisdom

2. Why was the Mauryan Empire able to 3row?

& garments. (b) Calm & gentle nature
5. Mauryan coins were called (c) The Buddha's teachings

(d) ALl of these

The Rise of Empires
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5.5.4. The King Who Chose Peace — Ashoka Alhoka’s Empire at its greatest extent

Another great ruler of the Mo.ursa dynasty was Ashoka (268-232 BCE), HINDU . '('BID You KNUW?H@ﬁ
the grandson of Chandragupta Maurya. He is remembered not only for the §_ 9 oAt
size of his empire but also J'cr the values that suf.dgd his later rule.

The E_:_llinqa. War (261 BCE)

8 At the Besinnins of his reign, Ashoka was ambitious and determined
to o_xlpand his empire.

B His territery stretched across almost the entire Indian subcontinent —
from present-day Afghanistan and Pakistan to Bangladeah and most
of India, except the far south.

8 But then came a turning point. Around 261 BCE, Ashoka ﬁx{s}ﬂ: a
ﬁen:a war aﬂninst Knlinsa. (modern Odisha).

8 The battle was b[oodﬁ and devasfﬂfins. Ai:cnrd:'ng to his own
EnscrEPti,ons carved on rocks and Piﬂa.rs, thousands were killed and
countless others were displaced.

A Change of Heart
This deep sorrow led him to make an extmordl'na.ry choice. Ashoka renounced violence and embraced

the teachings of the Buddha. From that time, he resolved tfo rule through peace, justice and welfare
rather than fhroush conquest.

The title Chokravartin,
often used for emperors
in ancient India, I'.!femﬂg
means "one whose chariot
wheels roll eve.rywhere",
symbolising that their
power extended across
the entire world known
to them.

Recall & Relate %

Ashoka's decisions after the
Kalinga war show how a

leader's thinking can change
and how values like peace

What did Ashoka say in his edicts?

8 He claimed to care for all pecple and even animals, not just those inside his empire.
He supported medical treatment for humans and ansiwels.

He established rest houses and wells along highways.

He encouraged people of different sects and faiths to respect one another. "
These messages show Ashoka as one of the earliest rulers in histary to speak of animal welfare, =24t _ - a strong empire even greater.

environmental care and re[isious tolerance.

Major Pillar Edict
(Delh[-Topra Pil!ar)

Ashoka Spreads the Message of Dharma

Em.bmcu'.n& the Buddha's teachings, Ashoka sent emissaries far and wide to Sri Lanka and parts of
mainland  South and Southeast Asia to spread the message of peace, compassion and non-violence.
He even sent his own son, Mahinda, and daughter, Sanghamittd, as emissaries to Sri Lanka.

Ashoka's Edicts — A King’s Vbice to His People
Ashoka often called himself “Devanampiya Piyadasi” (Beloved of the Gods, One who
looks with kindness). In his edicts, he wrote:
= I care for all my people.
—> I want happiness in this world and the next.
- 0523 your parents, respect elders, be kind to friends and relatives. e
=> Do not waste meney in useless ceremonies. Use it for the welfare of all. The Wheel (Dharma Chakra)

=» Follow dharma. Dharma brings happiness both here and hereafter. on our National Flag g
Ashoka's Edicts: Lunquaqz and Script DID YOU KNOW? :

The word dharma appears in almost

8 Moast of Ashoka's edicts were writtenin Prakrit, the lanquage of ordinary people. every Indian tradition — Hinduism,
@ They were inscribec in Brahmi script, the ancester of many Indian scripts. Bueldhism, Jainism and even later
Indian philosophies. Each tradition
E gives it a slightly different shade
5.5.5. The Decline of the Maurﬂas of meaning, but all agree. it is the
The Mauryan Empire continued for about 50 years after Ashoka's death. But unlike him, Teuncleten fofi « Bt ianc S meanin il line i
his successors lacked the same wvision and strength.
o Gradually, the vast empire began to weaken.
@ Local rulers and smaller kingdoms broke away and became independent.
= Finally, around 185 BCE, the Mauryan Empire came fo an end.
B Yet, the ideas of governance, welfare and dharma that Afhoka and Kauh'(ﬂa promoted
continued to inspire India for centuries.
5.6. Life in the Mauryan Period
Cities like Pataliputra were bustling centres of governance and commerce. The capital was famous for its 5.6.3. Dress and Appearance

majestic palaces, public buildings and carefully planned streets. With o strong taxation system and brisk trade,

s People usuall, tton garments.
the Mauryan treasury remained full, supporting the empire's armies, administration and welfare projects. ple usually wore cotton e

* Lower garment reached below the knees.

of decorated designs.

* Footwear was not only for comfort but
also for style.

5_5.1_‘Aqr[cu[{'ure and Food Security ! 5.6.2. Crafts and Urban Life = Upper garment draped over the shoulders.
= Agriculture was the backbone of e Cities were alive with the work e Someliniore Mleatherilahine s Mruith
the economy. ‘ of blacksmiths, potters, carpenters,

Jewellers and other artisans.
= Urban Lfe was w\:u—w‘snniscd.
l — \"Esil-alamusl cities had streets,
| drainage and public safety.

Farmers grew two crops a year
because rain came in both
summer and winter.

Families were rare and the state
maintained granaries stocked
with foad grains for emergencies.,
The Eahgnurn copper Pla!e
inscription (4%-3* century BCE)
is one of India's earliest
administrative records.

= Couriers carried mMessages across

® the empire.

® Vessels of water were placed at
intervals along the streets,

Granaries to store

food grains

= @a Potter at work

5.6.5. Glimpses of Everyday Lif.e_ T s,

5.6.6. Stipas, Chaityas and Vihdras
» Terracotta figurinss, sculptures and = Slﬂpns - dome—shaped structures built
artefacts reveal art, traditions and

over relics for meditation and wership.
cultural practices. ‘ ® Chaityas — prayer halls for communities.

* They show the creativify and skills of | = Vihdiras — monasteries for monks to live
Mauryon pecple. | and study scriptures.

5.6.7. Mauryan Art Symbels

Archayos inore known for their polished stone architecture.
* The Sarmath pillar capital{eith four lons) is India’s national emblom.
# Below them are corvings of clcPan{:, bull, horse and lon with

the Dharma Chakra.




5.4. The Arrival of the Greeks The northwestern frontiers of India

|
- |
While Magadha was rising in the east, the norbhwest of India o AN ;
was a crossroads of cultures. This region connected India with iy ”\}v/“;f\e
Central Asia and the Mediterranean world. Among the small PEAUARS ‘
kingdoms here was the Paurava J'ca'nﬂciom, ruled by Kinﬁ Porus, b o Taxila \\/”r\)&"_ Ko
remembered for his bravery. = / R //’J;\,\
T A
5.4.1. Alexander’s Campaigns in the East aa o
A brilliant general with dreams of conquering the entire world, I : t"‘\__‘h
Alexander launched a campafgn agamsf the Persian Emplre. A_ffer -_ s [0 Paurava. Kingdom ;
| many vickories, he entered northwestern India. i 5,;\;; o Iiaich, ] |

l 8 He defeated King Perus in the battle of Hﬂda.spes (Jhelum).
8 He established cities and forts.
u He planned to go further into India, but his soldiers refused.
We.ary and homesick, he returned aiong the coast.
B His army suffered terrible losses from hunger, thirst and disease.

Al
DID YoU KNowﬂ—_g@:ﬁ
A Greek coin probably shows '__- .
Alexander on horseback
aﬂackfng Bortistiiont his

-

elephant.
5.4.2. Alexander’s Dialogue with the Gymnosophists — . -
During his stay in India, Alexander met Indian sages called Gymnosophists or “naked Famous Riddles =
Phifosop]wrs'f They werd thelr wisdom and fearless way of living. : ﬁ;:"?d;;;";higt;:: ii’;xi’?” =
B Alexander asked them difficult questions. because it endures while
B The sages answered. cal.mig and with clever riddles. death does not.” |
o He was so impressed that he respected their knowledge and ideas. 2 A‘&;ﬂf:;? o FRo & : f
a This meeting showed the exchange of ideas between East and West. it s el '

5.5. The Mlqh‘tq MCLLI.T‘LI(],S Maurgan Empire Recall AR 1; ﬂ';
Aﬁer Alexander left, his empire broke o’oarf:, * Founded 53 Chandragupta Ma.urga in 321 BCE. GO e 1
In this period of change, a new power rose in * It stretched from the Hindu K“Shﬁi" fh: M“?Qd}:;- becam; the |
. i northwest to Karnatake in the south an centre of power because I
i e i fiom Bkl in the east to Gujarat in the west. it had fertile land, iron
Chmdmaupta Maurga built the Mauryan Empire. sotluice % [f b o M P resources, good rivers

|

and trade routes. E

5.5.1. Chandragupta Maurya and~Kautilya ‘
l

Chandragupta Maurye was -a young and ambitious leader. With the help of his feacher Kautilya (alo
known as Chanakya or Vi'shmgupfa), he overthrew the last Nanda ruler and started the Maurgan Empire.

8 Kauﬂiya. was a brilliant thinker, teacher and statesman.
8 He guided Chandragupta in politics, administration and strategy.
] Esefher ﬁheg built a .sfmrts and mzﬂ-orsun[sed empire.,

2 T Wait... But How? ]

£/ Tiny Questions, Big Explorer Answers!

Rishi asks: How could Chandn:ﬁ:ﬁoia defeat the powerful Nandas?
Rishi explains: With Kautilya's clever 'oiamfns, support of the people
and a well-trained army, Chandmsupf:a was able to defeat the Nanda
ruler and establish the Mmrgan Empire.

Kautilya (Chanakya)

5.5.2. Kautilya’s Concept of a Kingdom — Saptanga Theory

Ka.uﬂiya. believed that a kingdom should be like a Iiving bod‘zj with seven important parts or “limbs”.
These seven parts (Sapf&ﬁsa} must work together for the kingdom to be strong, stable and prosperous. [

1. Swami 2. Am&fga G J—mapa.da 4. Durga 5. Kosa 6. Danda 7. Mitra
(The Kins) (Ministers ("Fzmtor& and. (Forts and (Trea.sur‘t‘;) (Armﬂ-) (Allies)

Peop(e) Cities)

The ruler, Wi eouncilloss Stron forfs Wealth in the Trained soldiers Friendly states
the head of and administrators its people whe and cities to form of money, and officers to and neighbours
the kingdom. to run the state. support the protect the gold and other maintain law whe support in

kingelom. kingdom . resources. and order. times need

Kauh[ﬂa said a Jcms s happiness lies in the happmess of his Peop!e. A weii-gaverneci kangcfwn ensures
Justice, safety, prospercéb- and welfare for a




..1' ~What is an Empire ?
D hition -

An empire is a collection
of smaller ki.n&d.oms or
territories ruled by one
Pmuerful emperor.

An emperor is the supreme
ruler. The smaller ‘dnﬂdoms
did not vanish. They kept their own
rulers but had to m:GE.PE the emjuer-ar’s
overlordship and pay tribute to him.

A tributnry (vassal) is a ruler or state
that submits fo an emperor.

Duties of a Tributary :-
u Accept the emperor’s authority.
= Send regular tribute (money, metals,
crops, animals or soldiers).
= Show loyalty and respect.

Empires help control vast lands without
fulll.ﬂﬂ every corner dired:ly_

2. Features of an Empire

It is a system of power, contrel and
afgwﬂsr:.ﬁion
. Central Authority :

. Military Power :

. Fortifications and Security :

. Administration and Law :

. Control af_Resourtg,i and Trade : Access to

. Culture and meinsi Centres of art,

. Communication and Infrastructure :

An empire is more than a Ia.rge kmgdm

Em.Psrm' at the
heart of the empire.

Stﬂons. trained armies
defended borders and controlled states.
Forf:if'ued'.
settlements, watch posts, bases for
soldiers.

Officials callected
ta.xu, mﬂinb‘.\.l'n.ed c:'dzr‘, r‘esufﬂfea'. trade
and made laws.

rivers, forests, mines and fertile land.
Trade routes ensured steady supply of
3oods.

literature, Teﬁgmn. and Fﬁilosophy,

Roads, river routes and sea links connected
distant parts of the empire.

g

Rishi says — Empires need armies and forts,
but trade is J:u.st as l'mpor'innf:. How else

Between 6% and 4% century BCE, many
mahngma..uada.s (lnrsz kinsdoms with
assemblies) existed.

One ameong them — Magadha (in modern
south Bihar and nearby rtﬂion,s) — rose
to become the centre of power.

Magadha’s rise was not accidental.
Its geography and resources gave it
many n.dvmtages =
= Fertile land of Ganga plains — abundant

crops.
= Thick forests — timber for construction,

tools and weapons.
= Rich deposits of iren ere and minerals —
useful for soldiers.
= Rivers like Gnnsa. and Son — helped
trade and communication.

founded the Nanda. dynasty.

Punch=marked silver coin of Mahapadma Nanda.

In 5% ccnfurg BCE, MaJmPa.d.tm Nanda,

He expanded. Maga.d.ha. b3 u.n.iﬁrts many
smaller kingdoms.

Tr(‘l! sco.rwmg srew sf:rong fhmush fax.ve.sJ
coins and trade.

But the last Nanda ruler, Dhana Nanda,
was un.iouPu!m-.

He uas vﬁrbt Usaf.tﬁb{ but hated bb‘ PWP[&
due to harshrule.

Rishi asks — Wﬁg were elephants so
important in ancient battles?

Rishi explains — Eieplwnés were like tanks.
Their Jwﬁe size and si'rengﬂ-n. could crush
enemy lines and break fort Sates

i t_q_lexam__f._er"s C;cn_\E,_isns in East

= 334-331 BCE — Defeated Persian Empire.

= 327-325 BCE — Came to India.

= Fierce resistance from people.

= Army suffered losses from hunger,
disease and climate.

r Alexander’s Dialogue
He met Indian sages (Gymnosaphists).
They believed in simple living, wisdom
and ss.l_f—conf:ro[,
Alexander admired their knowledge.

Fa.mous Rl’.dd!ﬂs

= Which is stronger — L.fe or death? (Uft,
becase it endures while death comes enly once.) / 2’
* How can a man be most loved? (By being o
useful and kind.)

8.

Chandmgupta Maurﬂa

Aﬁ&r Nandas, Cﬁmdruﬂu.f:in Mmryo.
with the help of his teacher Kautilya
(Chmmkga./‘.’ishnugupﬁa_} defeated the
MNandas.

He established the Mauryan Empire.

Tt was one of the largest empires in
ancient India.

Its extent — From Hindu Kush in
northwest to Karnataka in south and
from Bengal in east to Gujarat in west.

e P ——

‘A A wull—gavtrnr.d’. Hn&dom. Ensures J'u.ﬁir'.ce)

3. Trade, Trade Routes

and Guilds

Trade was not easy.

s Wars and armies may expand borders
but maintaining them was costly.

= Soldiers needed food, clothes, weapons
and salaries.

= Horses and e.lelplm.nts required constant
care.

s Forts, roads and ships had to be built.

Trade Routes :-
Carefully controlled by rulers so that

goods could move safely across regions
and. beyond India's borders.

Guilds (Srenis) :-
Powerfuf. associations of traders,

craftsmen, mneyien.de and even

agriculturists.

* Turned competitors into collaborators.

* Had the authority te set rules.

= Guilds spread across India and lasted

could kings pay seldiers or build grand c:'iies?. for centuries.
4. The Rise of Magadha 5. _The Nanda Dynasty 6. The Arrival of the Greeks

Greek accounts tell us that {he Nandas
o huge army. -'
=.~2,00,000 mfo.rdry
L 20,000 ca.valry
» 2,000 chariots
« 3,000 elephants

Alexander

But power and wealth came with problems.

People were unhappy with Nanda rule.
This gave a chance to outsiders.

Alexander of Macedon (Greece) launched
his campaign against the Persian Empire.
After many victories, he entered India in
327 BCE.

He fou&hf‘. King Porus in the battle of
Hydaspes (Jhelum).

Though Alexander won, his army was
tired and homesick.

He returned along the coast.

q Ka.uillyo.s Idea of a ngdam -
Sa.Pf;a.nga. TheorH

Kau.hlb{a. believed a kingdom is like a
living body. It has seven important parts
(limbs) which must work 'Eo&ether.

Swami (The King)

Amaﬁya (Ministers and Officials)
Janapada (Territory and People)
Durga. (Forts and Cities)

Koda (Treasury)
Daiida (Army)
Mitra (Allies)

N

=

safety, prosperity and welfare for all.

©)
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* THE RISE OF EMPIRES — FAST REVISION NOTES *

‘_ (A. WHO ... IS / WAS ? ]

* % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Who founded the Nanda Dynasty ? -
Who was the last Manda ruler 7 —
Who founded the Mauryan Empire ? —
Who was Chandragupta’s tea.chera? -
Who was Kmtr'lyo. alse known as 7 -
Who wrote the ‘Arthashastra’ ? -
Whe wrote ‘Indika’ ? -
Who was the Greek king who invaded India
Who fought Alexander in Punjab ? —  King Porus

Who won the battle against Porus ? — Alexander

Who was Ashoka 7 - Grandson of Chandra&upta Ma.urHa
Whe was Ashoka's fo.ther ? — Bindusara

Who
Who
Whe
Who

Mahdpadma Nanda
Dhana Nanda
Chandragupta Maurya
Kautilya (Chmakya.)
Vishnugupta

Knuﬁlya (Chnnnkya.)

? —  Alexander

was
the author nf ‘Mudrarakshasa' ? — Vishakhadatta
the founder of Jainism ? — Lord Mahavira

the founder of Buddhism ? - Gautama Buddha

s

was

was

(D. WHAT ... ? (Facts) |

*
*

*
*

*

*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*

#* What is Arthashastra about ? — Administration, governance, economy,

* What is Ka.ufi[&a.'s idea of a kinsdom called ? - Sapf&ﬁ.ﬁa —n'l.-el"l"ﬂ.

What

What
the a.ufhoritb- Df an emperor and pays tribute .

What were Suﬂd.s called 7?7 - Sr‘epis

What
agriculture, TJ‘E.H had their own rules.

What

Buddha or great monks.

s a C;laitsa. 7 - A prayer hall"

is a Vihdra 7 - A monastery for Buddhist monks.

What
What
What
What
Whﬂ.t was A shoka r-5 m.essﬁse ? —
kindness, respect for all Living bein.ss),

Which La.n.@u.o.&e was nwinf.s used in Ashoka’s edicts 7 -
Which script was used in most edicts 7 — Brahmi
What is Rock Edict
What s Pillar Edict

What were Mauryan

? — Inscriptions carved on rocks.

? = Inscriptions carved on pillars.
coins called ? - Punch-marked coins

and welfara nf people.

war, espiona._ge

Mzgn.s!‘henes (Greek ambassador)

Ashoka's teacher 7 — Mogaa.ﬂlnutﬁ& Tissa (Buddhist monk)

is Pradaksina 7 - Walking around a stipa in devotion.
was Ashoka's title in his edicts ? - Devanampi&a Piya.da.si

Dharma (rishteausness, peace,

WHO ? WHAT ? WHEN ? WHERE ? — Important One Line Facts

(B. WHEN ... ? (Important Dates) |

* When did Mahdpadma Nanda rule 7 — 4* century BCE
* When was Chandragupta Maurya's empire established ? — 322 BCE
* When did Chann'.rasupta. Maursn. rule 7 — 322 - 298 BCE
* When did Bindusara rule 7 - 298 - 273 BCE
* When did Ashoka rule 7 - 268 - 232 BCE

* When was the Kalinga War fousht ? = Around 261 BCE

* When did Alexander invade India 7 — 327 - 325 BCE

* When did the Mauryan Empire end ? — Around 185 BCE

(C. WHERE ... ? (Places) ]

Where was the capital of the Nandas ? - Pataliputra

Where was the capital of the Mauryas 7o Pa.taiipub‘a.
Where did Alexander enter India ? = From the northwest
Where did the battle with Porus take place ? — Hydaspes (Jhelum)
Where was the Ka.b;nsa. War fousht ? = In Ka.l'.i.nga. (Odisha)
Where is the Great Stupa of Sanchi 7 — Sanchi (Madhya Pradesh)

*
*
*
*
*
*
% Where is Sarnath located ? - Near Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)

is an Empire ? - A larse. kingdom ruled by one Pm.aerful emperor,
s a Tributa.r& (Vassal) 7 — A ruler or state that accepts

did gquilds do ? ~ They controlled trade, crafts and sometimes I

is a StﬁPa. ? - A dome-shﬁped structure built over relics Of

Prakrit

A B HE B FERE
G, BTN AP

k@

il %

Ashoka Pillar
(Lion Cn.Pif:al)
at Sarnath

MRI.H' an
@ Maury

Punch-marked

Coin

E. ONE LINE IMPORTANT FACTS — QUICK RECALL

1.
2>

3. Chﬂ.nﬂ'.raguptn. Maurya overthrew the Nandas with the help of Ch:ma.kga.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11,
. He built hospitals for humans and animals.
. He planted trees and dus wells  ale

Mahapadma Nanda was the founder of the Nanda DﬂnastH.
The Nandas were Powerfuf. but not loved bg the PeaPI'.g_

Chmd.‘aaulula built a slmnj and wvast ¢J‘HPW-

Megasthenes, o Greek ambassader, visited Cho;ndrasupta's court,
He wrote ‘Indika’, an account of India.

Bindusara, son of Chandragupta, was also a strong ruler.
Ashoka was the greatest Mauryan emperor.

Kalinaa. War changed Ashoka's Life.

After the war, Ashoka chose the path of peace and Dharma.
Ashoka cared for the welfare of all his subjects.

the roads.
His edicts are a seurce of valuable information about his rule.

. India's National Emblem is the Lion Capital of Sarnath.

16.
17.
18.
alzk
20.

| 2
T2

| 23.

24,
25.
26.
27
28,
29.
30.

* Remember :

The Mauryan rulers worked for the welfare of the people J

and left behind o rich legacy of peace, art, literature and administration.

Asheka's wheel (Dharma Chakra) is on our National Flag.
Quilds (S'regis) Phﬁed an important rele in trade and cmeS.
Stipas, Chaityas and Vihdras show the growth of Buddhism.
Pradaksina is an act of respect and dewvotion.

Mauryan coins had symbols of sun, animals, trees, mountains etc.
Painlipui:ra. was a la.rse. and beautifui mpif‘.o.i.

Alexander's army was very strong but he returned as his men
were tired and homesick.

Porus fought bravely and weon Alexander's respect.

Knuﬁi.hm. was a wise teacher and sreﬂt thinker.

Arthashastra is one nf the earliest treatises on statecraft.

The Mauryan Empire united most of India under one rule.
People enjoyed peace and security during the Maurgan period.
Mauryas had a well organised administration.

The empire declined after Ashoka's death.

The Ma.urbcan Empire ended around 185 BCE.

All the Best for your Exams ! @
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% THE RISE OF EMPIRES #
B. WHEN ... ? (Important ]
— FAST REVISION NOTES - | (Important Dates)
WHO ? WHAT ? WHEN ? WHERE ? [RSE S v ang - = R R e
| % When was Cﬁand.msulota. Mwﬂa's e.m.f)l'.rz
ANl Page 1o 3 SEobllEed B W 323) BeE
- : * When did Cha.nd.ra.gu'ota. Mmya rule ¢ - 322 -298 BCE
* Who founded the Nanda Dynasty ? - Mahapadma Nanda % When did Bindusara rule ? — 298 — 273 BCE
* Who was the last Nanda ruler ?  — Dhana Nenda | % When did Ashoka rule ? - 268 - 232 BCE
ire 7 =
S ﬁ“dgi the Mauryan Empire 7 = Chandragupta Maurya | | & When was the Kalinga War fought ? — Around 261 BCE
i e ERotogl™ G g teff‘;hf i /'V:““. t“«“‘;’h) | % When did Alexander invade India ? — 327 - 325 BCE
o - ishnug | ¢
* Who wrote the ‘Arthashastra’ ? - Kwt”,&ﬂ. (Chmakgq.) i* Ll I Mmr&m Empire end ? - Around 185 BCE
* Who wrote Indika’ ? — Megasthenes
(Greek ambassader) | [ . WHERE ... ? ( Places) |
*Whawasthe(;mekb}nadwinuudedfndia?—ﬁuiexander —
* Who fought Alexander in Punjab ? - King Porus * Where was the capital of the Nandas ? - Pata.liputm.
% Who won the battle against Porus ? — Alexander * Where was the capital of the Mauryas ? — Pa.talipuf:m.
* Who was Ashoka ? - Grandson of Chwxd:usu.pta Ma.wya. % Where did Alexander enter India ? — From the northwest
* Who was Ashoka’s father 7 - Bindusara * Where did the battle with Porus take place ? — Hydaspes
#* Who was Ashoka's teacher 7 - Mo&saﬁputta. Tissa (J&m)
(Buddhist monk) * Where was the Kalinga War fought ? — In Kalinga (Odisha)
* Who wrote the book ‘Mudrarakshasa’ ? — Vishakhadatta oM L N e T ] ofs R S AR
* Who was the founder of Jainism ? - Lord Mahavira (Madhya Pradesh)
*WhowasﬂwfounderofBuMMsm?—Gauthud.d}m ) Where LislSarathWlocatedt 2t N ear i Varana ol
(Uttar Pradesh)
-.\‘ /. Remember : The Ma.:.l.rynn EI'I'I.PI-J'E. was the _ft'rst
‘@ empire in India that united a large part of the
countr-y under one ruler.
P— A <
5 e T Ea
(D WHAT ... ? ( Facts) | . "E. IMPORTANT MONUMENTS / SYMBOLS
*WFu{Lngme?—A[ursekinsdommlede
one powerful emperor. '
* What is a Tributary (Vassal) 7 - A rglerforl stat) 1 (1) Great Stupa. at Sanchi
that accepts the autherity of an emperor and | ~ Famous Buddhist stupa.
pays tribute. i ! built by Ashoka..
* What were guilds called 7 - Srenis :
* What did guilds do ? - They controlled trade, |
crafts and sometimes agriculture. They had |
their ocwn rules. | . , .
* What is a Stipa ? - A dome-shaped structure ! @ o g e (T Cj )
built over relics of Buddha or great monks. | at Sarnath
* What is a Chaitya ? - A prayer hall. — India's National Emblem.
* What is a Vihdra 7 — A monaster fnr Buddhist monks.
* What is Pradaksina 7 - Wulhns around a stﬁpc\.
in devotion.
* What was Ashoka's title in Fus edicts ? - Devanampiya Pcﬂadcm'. |
* What was Ashoka’s message 7 - Dharma (ru.shi.mm",e.ss |
peace, kindness, respect for alll living beings). @ Mnu..—san Puneh-marked Coin
#* Which e was mainly used in Ashoka's edicts ? — Prakrit i ¥ .
* Which i';"rﬂ"fﬂm used in most edicts ? - Brahmi LEGy 2l Rl
* What is Rock Edict ? = Inscriptions carved on rocks. used for trade.
* What is Pillar Edict ? - Inscriptions carved on pillars.
* What were Ha.ur‘xjnn coins called 7 - Punch-marked coins
* What is Arthashastra a.bou.t ? = Administration, governance,
economy, war, es| e and wdfm People
* What is Kautilya's idea of a kingdom called ? — Saptanga Theory. | L }
| F. ONE LINE IMPORTANT FACTS - QUICK RECALL o =
1 1. Mahipadma Nanda was the founder of the Nanda Dynasty. 16. Guilds (Srenis) played an important role in trade and crafts.
2, The Nandas were powerful but not loved .55 the people. 17. Stdpas, Chaityas and Vihdras show the growth of Buddhism.
3. Chandragupta Maurya overthrew the Mandas with the help of Chanakya. 18. Pradaksing is an act of respect and devotion.
4. Chandragupta built a strong and vast empire. 19. PﬂLAL'Putrn. was a ldu-se and bmt{.ful capital.
5. Mesa_r.fh.enf_s, a Greek ambassador, visited Ch.nnd.rﬂsuf:hl's court. 20. Alexander's ar (e g St"""‘ﬂ but he returned as his
6. He wrete 'Indika', an account of India. men were tired and homesick.
7. Bindusara, son af Cha.n.d.mgu.uta, was also a strmﬂ ruler. 21. Porus f”“ﬂ*‘t bm"elﬂ and won Alexander's respect.
B A o P e L M 27 Knutllsa. was a wise teacher and Srecli: thinker.
9. Kalinga War .-.hngi A Hb'.fe. o 23. Arthashastra is one of the earliest treatises on stakecraft.
10. Aff:,er the war, Ashoka. chose the Pﬂ”‘ "f peace oD 24, The Mw&aﬂ Ernpi.r'e united most v_f India. under eone rule.
11 Ashok o f"-"‘ e mel_fﬂ.re “_f all his su.l:ge,cts 25 The Mm.:.rb-a.n. Em‘ou'.n_ ended around 185 BCE.
12. He built hespitals for humans and animals. S“E 3a Thcorg[ - Seven Limbs .,f a Kingdom
I3.He‘pla.nfzd.i:regsnndduﬂmlkalanathemds 1Swm(Th=Km) &
14. His edicts are a source af valuable r'nfoﬂnnﬂnn about his rule. 2‘ Amit (M 'tes & mls) 5. Kosa (T"‘MJ
15. Ashoka's wheel (Dharma Chakra) is on our National Flag. e (;“‘ :'_& &sz orle) 6. Dapda (Army)
(% Remember : The M an rulers worked for the welfare the i L 2 7. Mitra (Allies)
| p:ar:l,:mnndrl'.eft Sl ieh Dody afpe:u.f:'t liferature ondqj:dmin.ialmﬁm. | | | 4 Durga (Farts & Cities)




* THE RISE OF EMPIRES — FAST REVISION NOTES *
WHO ? WHAT ? WHEN ? WHERE 3 — IMPORTANT ONE LINE FACTS [PaselofSI
[ A IS / WAS ? ] [ B. WHEN ... ? (Important Dates)
* Who founded the Nanda Dynasty ? - Mahipadma Nanda | % When did Mahipadma Nanda rule ? - 4% century BCE
* Who was the lost Nanda ruler ? — Dhana Nanda TR A SR A LA B
g Who. focnded the Monryon Empire &= Chondtngupta Maurga 1 | & e didl Chandiagupta: Maurgia dsle 2 = 3221 - 12981 BCE
PGt Chapdotg i s “teghal T o ol — | Bulios dlt Rfis e B B (oh 8 2730 WAce
' (Ehmalip St iiahtguptal_- || 0 e id) Abholttoule 7. = 2832330 aCE
e N R T T ST ¥ | % When was the Kalinga War fought ? - Around 261 BCE
* Who wrote ‘Indika’ ? = Mesasﬂ\mes (Greek ambassador) | y J
| % When did Alexander invade India ? - 327 - 325 BCE
P et g ele g T = W P afitine B il S8, L EiNpl S o S nol R
#* Who fmaght Alexander in Pw-hmb ? - King Porus | J mpe
* Who was the battle against Porus 7 — Alexander A & S I
* Who was Ashoka ? - Grandson of Chﬂ.nd'.ru.supi:a. Mmraa. %g W_HERE - ( Plcu:es) ]
* Whe was Ashoka's father ? - Bindusare % Where was the capital of the Nandas 7 - Pa.fa.ﬁpulm
* Who was Ashoka's teacher ? - Moggaliputta Tissa : * Where was the capital of the Mauryas ? - Pataliputra.
(Buddhist monk) | & Where did Alexander enter India 7 — From the northwest
* Who was the author of ‘Mudrarakshase! ? - Vishakhadatta * Where did the battle with Porus take place ? - Hydaspes (Thelum) |
* Who was the founder of Jainism ? — Lord Mahavira | * Where was the Kalinga War fought ? = In Kalinga (Odisha) |
tWhomsthafcmdcrafBuddhism?—GauEmBuMm. *MEMGMSWQQM?“SM&(MPMSH
- | * Where is Sarnath located ? — Near Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)
Great Stupa at Sanchi | 3L/, Remember : The Mauryan Empire was the first empire in
W~ India that united a large part of the country under one ruler.
— |
[(D. WHAT ... ? ( Facts)) <258

E. IMPORTANT MONUMENTS / SYMBOLS

| % What is an EmPire ? = A iarsc I:n'.uﬂd.-um ruled b:’ one Puuerfui emperor.
| * What s a Tributars (Vassal) ? — A ruler or state that accepts i
the authority of an emperor and pays tribute. @, Great Stupa ot Sanchi
* What were guilds called ? - $Mpis § Famous Buddhist stfipa
* What did guilds do ? - They controlled trade, crafts and sometimes S I st
n.ﬂrl'.cu[f.u.re. '”'lr,H had their own rules.
* What is a Stipa ? - A dome-shaped structure built over relics of
Buddha or great monks. @ Ashobe. Pollar (i Capital
| * What is a Chnitﬂa ?T - A prayer hall. v L }
* What is a Vihdra ? — A monastery for Buddhist monks. o Sa:ra.n.th
* What is Pradaksina ? =, W arourd. o skipa in devotion. e o lekaelEtan
* What was Ashoka's title in his edicts 7 — dea.rm:n‘uiaa. Pi'gadasf.
* What was Ashoka's message ? — Dharma (righteousness, peace,
| kindness, respect for all living beir\ss).
* Which language was mainly used in Ashoka's edicts 7 - Prakrit @ Mauryan Punch-marked Coin
# lwhich scn'.Pf. was used in most edicts ? — Brahmi 4 DR ot
| ®* What is Rock Edict ? — Inscriptions carved on rocks. wisadh for tradls) |
* What is Pillar Edict 7 - Ins:n‘.'uﬁans carved on Piu.c.r's. ‘
* What were Ma.u.rsn.n. coins called ? - Punch-marked coins %
* What is Arthashastra about 7 - Administration, governance, econemy, f‘Ind.iu.'s National Emblem is taken from
war, espionage and welfare of people. ENe) Lo Copitallief | Samnath @ J
| * What is Kautilya's idea of a kingdom called ? — Saptanga Theary. e — )
it —Eﬂ
F. ONE LINE IMPORTANT FACTS - QUICK RECALL Fage 3 of 3
5l Muhipun‘.ma Nanda was the fnwldzr Df the Nanda Dsnnsl‘.ﬁ 16. Guilds (Sfegis) Pl&ﬂed. an i.rn.Pnrfnnt role in trade and cmft.s.
2. The Nandas twere Puwsr_ful but not Lloved bg the pecple. 17. Stapas, Chaityas and Vihdras show the growth of Buddhism.
3. Chandragupta Maurya overthrew the MNandas with the 18. Pradaksind is an act of respect and devetion.
help of ChM@-ksla.. 19. Pﬂéaﬂputra Was a lnrse and  beautiful capital.
4, Chﬂnd.ra.suptn. built a strong and vast empire. 20. Alexander’s army was very streng but he returned as his
k. Mesn,stherus. a Greek ambassador, visited Chmxd.raﬂup{a's court. men  were tired and homesick.
6. He wrote Indika’, an account of India. 21. Porus fought bravely and wen Alexander's respect.
7. Bindusara, son o_f Chmdraguptu., was also a strong ruler. 22, Ka.utiib-n wos a wise teacher and great thinkear,
8. Ashoka was the greatest Mauryan emperor. 23. Arthashastra is one of the earliest treatises on statecraft.
g, Kaln'naa. ar cl\a.nsg.d_ Ashakea's h',fc. 24, The Mn.u.rb-r.\n Em]oirg wnited most of India wnder one rule.
10. )ﬁ._f!:er the war, Ashoka chose the Pn{h af peace and Dharma . 25. The MW}JM EmFire. ended around 185 BCE.
11, Ashoka cared fnr the welfare of all his subjects. = e -
12. He built hospitals for humans and animals. ALL THE BEST FOR YOUR EXAMS ! @
13. He planted trees and dug wells along the roads. - S
14, His edicts are a sowrce valuable information about his rule. o ? z
T el e D ?:fmm) 3 mfm National Flag. Septaigs Theory - Seven Limbs of o Kingdom .[
g 1. Swdami (ﬂ\g Kn.r\ﬁ} 2. Amatb-n (Ministers & Oﬁm) @
* Remember : The Mauryan rulers worked for the welfare of the S-Senapeda (Turimq’ & People) 4. Durga (Forts & Cities)
Pcopls and le.ﬁ. behind a rich ksn.r.H af peace, art, literature and 5. Koia (Treo.su.-—bu} 6. Dangiu. (ﬁlrmﬂ)
L PE s ¥ 7. Mitra (Allies)
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The Rise of Empires

( Top One - Liners (Fast Revision) ]

The word Empire comes from the Latin word imperium,
meaning Ssupreme power.

pays regular tribute.

and Rajadhirdja.

Srenis were powerful associations or guilds of traders, ~

craftsmen, moneylenders and agriculturists.

Magadha emerged as the most powerful among the
sixteen mahdjanapadas.

Ajatasatru strengthened Magadha through wars, alliances :
and administration.

Magadha had fertile land, forests,
Ganga and -Son_rivers.
Mahapadma Nanda founded the Nanda dynasty.
Dhana Nanda was the last Nanda ruler.
The Nandas were among the first in India to
punch-marked silver coins on a large scale.

iron ore and the

issue

Panini composed the Astadhyayt, containing 3,996 concise
sitras of Sanskrit grammar.

Porus was the ruler of the Paurava kingdom and was
remembered for his bravery.

Alexander entered India and fought King Porus.

Alexander’s soldiers eventually refused to advance further

into India.

Chandragupta Maurya founded the Mauryan Empire around
321 BCE.

Kautilya was also known as Chanakya or Vishnugupta.
Kautilya was a brilliant teacher of politics, economics and strategy.
Pataliputra was the capital of Chandragupta Maurya.
Chandragupta defeated the Greek satraps left behind by Alexander.
Megasthenes was a Greek ambassador and historian

at Chandragupta’s court.

Megasthenes recorded his observations about India in Indika.
Kautilya’s famous treatise was the Arthasastra.

Kautilya explained the Saptanga theory - seven limbs of a kingdom.
The seven limbs were — Swami, Amdtya, Janapada, Durga,

Kosha, Danda and Mitra. e ¥

Adhoka (268 - 232 BCE) was the grandson of Chandragupta Maurya.
Around 261 BCE, Aéhoka fought the Kalinga War.

The suffering caused by the Kalinga War led Ashoka to
renounce violence.
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The Rise of Empires — Top One - Liners

Ashoka resolved to rule through peace, justice and welfare

rather than conquest.

.* Ashoka sent his son Mahinda and daughter Sanghamitta
to Sri Lanka to spread Buddhism.

* Ashoka's messages were mainly written in Prakrit and
inscribed in the Brahmi script. 3 : . i

* In his edicts Ashoka called himself 'Devanampiya Piyadasi .
Devanampiya means ‘Beloved of the Gods’.

Piyadasi means ‘One who regards others with kindness’.
Ashoka encouraged dharma, harmony, kindness and respect
among different faiths.

* Dharma (dhamma in Prakrit) means moral law and righteous conduct.
Ashoka supported medical treatment for humans and animals.

He established rest houses and wells and planted fruit
and shade trees for travellers.

* The Mauryan Empire came to an end around 185 BCE.

* Agriculture was the backbone of the Mauryan economy.
Farmers grew two crops a year, in summer and winter.
The state maintained granaries stocked with food grains
for emergencies.

* The Sohgaura copper plate inscription
earliest administrative records.
Mauryan cities had craftsmen such as blacksmiths, potters,
carpenters and jewellers.

% The Sarnath Pillar Capital was erected by Ashoka.

K Its four lions stand back-to-back, symbolising royal authority.
The Dharmachakra (Wheel of Dharma) is also seen at the
centre of India’s national flag.

* The Lion Capital of Sarnath was chosen as India’s
National Emblem after Independence.

* The Great Stdpa at Sanchi was originally built of bricks
by Ashoka and later enlarged with stone.

A stapa is a dome-shaped structure built over relics of
the Buddha or great monks.
Chaityas were prayer halls and Vihdras were monasteries
for Buddhist monks.

* Walking around a stipa in devotion is called pradaksina.
The large hemispherical dome of a stipa is called the anda.
The rock-cut elephant sculpture at Dhauli represents the Buddha
as powerful, intelligent, c and gentle.

* Mauryan punch-marked coins were small silver pieces stamped
with symbols such as the sun, trees, mountains and animals.

* Mauryan art is especially renowned for its polished stone architecture.

All the Best for your Exams ! () &

is one of India's
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" 41, The state maintained SFWLES stocked 51. % Wa-UCUIS around a sf;ﬁ,oa. in  devotion s

! with food Smin.s for e.mergencie.s. called Prada.kgir}&..

42. The Sah‘qwa. copper plate inscription 57 The La.rge he.mi.s_phe.r‘i,ca.f. a0 of s 5£G_Fa_
Ls one of India's earliest administrative " AR ha alkda
records. g

43, Ma.urym Ll N 53. The rock-cut e.lepha.n.f. sc.uJ.Pture at Dhauli
s the " _f_t b represents the Buddha as powerful,
lacksmiths potters, carpenters i p
: intelligent, calm and gentle.

Je.we.ﬂers. d )

44 J The Sarnath Pillar Capital was 54. % Ma.u.rga.n punch - marked coins were

erected b& Ashoka. . small silver pleces sta.nLPed. with slljm.bo{s

45. % Its four lions stand back-to-back, such as the sun, trees, mountains and

sgmbcusing rogai mx.f:horif:&A animals .

46. The —Dharma.chakra. (Wheel Of Dl-harm?u) is 55. % Mw&m art (s e.s'pe.ci.a,uy renowned.
a,!:.sr.:.» SedEgieti e of 2 for its pof.i.shad’. stone architecture.
national ﬂaﬂ

47, % The Lion Ca.lpx'.fai of Sarnath was '

chosen as India’s National Emblem _M_EAN_JNG_S_ (Re.me.mbe.r)
a.ffgr Ina‘.af:endamce. . Eﬂur‘& - Suiurem.e power over ia.rsle territories.

48. % The Great ‘_St"_"P"" "'t- Sanchi ';"'“'5 o Tributary (Vassal) - A ruler/state that acce..pts

ortgmu& built of bricks bﬂ Ashoka. the em?oeror’:» auﬂwrii:ﬁ and pays tribute.

49. A stipa is a dome-shaped structure : B, ( Jm‘“"”"‘“ ing Fulgglll [Hort tayiend
built over relics of the Buddha or Cih e sty
3r~e.a.t monks. . De.vmf.&a - Beloved of the Gods.

50 M pushe raﬂe.r haiis‘: @ ] Plﬁ ada.st'. = One. w;w rega.rd.s others wcth kmdness
were monasteries for Buddhist monks. 4 il

IMPORTANT BOOKS & AUTHORS

¢ Astadhyayl - Wit by
Contains 3,996 concise sitras of
| Sanskrit grommar.
o Arthasastra - Written b

Y Ka.u.tf.{&a.
(Chmm.kyaf Vnshnuguptn) A Sreal: treatise
on administration, Foﬁﬁcs, ecenomy ,
war, e_spwmﬁz_ and welfm af 'ne.oPLe.

o Indika - Written bﬂ Mega_sthe.ne_s.

A detailed account of India.

Panini.

KAUTILYA’S SAPTANGA THEORY
Kma.f:flﬁa. explained that o iu'.nﬂdam stands on
seven limbs (SaPtE.-‘LSa).

- (D Swami - The King

 (2) Amatye - Ministers and Officials
(@ Janapada - Territory and People

ASHOKA - MUST KNOW FACTS

(@D Grandson of Chandragupta Maurya.
(@) Ruled from 268 - 232 BCE.

261 BCE. “J"'”ﬂ
the war, he gave vielence
4 g
and chose the Path of peace,
J:u.sf‘.u'.ce. and waljcar&_
() Sent his son Mahinda and
hter Snn.shnmtﬁa to Sri Lanka
to sPrea.d. Buddhism.
(®) His edicts were written in Prakrit
in the Brahmi seript.
® He called hrlm.se[f “Dwn-nnmfiga.
Piyadasi” in his edicts.
Promoted dharma., ﬁa.rm.onﬂ
re.sFecf. for all re.b.awn.s
@ Built rest houses, wells, Pf.anied

and

+ Traders used land

TRADE, GUILDS & ECONOMY

. Asrf.cu&m was the backbone of the
ngm !’.C{:}Mn'lﬂ.

s Farmers grew two crops a year -

tn summer and winter.

e State maintained 3rmr£es for
e.m.e.rgencﬂe.s.

« Srenis (guilds) played an important
role in trade, crafts and a.jriculﬁure,

routes and
sea. routes fur trade.

. MWSM colns were 'ounch—markea'.

silver coins with various sHmbuLs.

was
l Whe

*

he known ?
was Mesa.sﬂ-Luw.s? What did he write ?

* % %

What s a tributary (vassal) ?
What is a Sfl,-x_Pa.? What is Prad.n.k;&gm&?

Durga - Forts and Cities These seven
% Kos?m. F ;m tagether make trees and ar ed medical
@ Danda. A = a sinms treatment for humans and animals.

= ) kingdom..
@ Mitra - Allies S
MOST EXPECTED EXAM QUESTIONS (Practice)

* Who fz;u.ru:!za‘_ the Nanda msts? * Who was Ashoka ? Revi dail
% Who was the last Nanda ruler ? * When did Ashoka fight the Kalinga War ? kY O
* Who composed the Astadhyayt ? *x Who were Mahinda and Sanghamitta ? and write
* Who was Alexander ? * What was Ashoka's message called ? these Pou'r.l‘;s n
* Who was Ki Porws 7 % In which la.ngu.cl.ae. and script were Ashoka's owr own words
* Who fnun.dgd’. the Mo.ur&m Em]oire.? edicts written ? before the exam.
* Who was Kautilya ? By what other names What title did Ashoka wse in his edicts ? ©




