CLASS -7 7.1 A New Power Emerges | Book:- Our Pasts-II
= ( NCERT)

(COR‘td) Page No. 178 -179

—

HISTORY

7.1.4 Administration of the Gupta Empire

e The Gupta. Em.pt'.re had a well-organised system of administration.
e The king was at the top. He was helped bH ministers and
ofﬁci.a.l'.s.

o The empire was divided into provinces. The provinces were
further divided into districts.

e Some important officials were -

Uparika - The governor of a province.

Vishayapati — The head of a district.

Mahadandanayaka - The commander of the army,

Sandhivigrahika. = The minister of foreign affairs.

Mahakshapatalika - The minister in charge of keeping records.

Kumaramatya - The official in charge of royal princes.

The Gupta administration was efficient and helped in the smooth 3, goeecp 1o of the Gupta Empire

functioning of the empire.

oo AW e

7.1.5 Economy and Trade

o The Gupta Empire had a-strong economy.
o Agriculture was the main ‘occupation of people.
o Farmers grew crops like rice, wheat, sugarcane, cotton, etc.
o Artisans and traders also played an important role in the s S
economy. ; A ship used for trade
o Trade was carried on within the country as well as with other
: New Words
countries. - —_—
e The Gupta coins of gold, silver and copper show that trade Frenties S I P Cidd G
cowzéry.
was well d.evel'.opecl. District A small part of a
province.
Efficient - Working well and
AT Py successfully.
In Short Occupation - A person’s regular
The Gupta rulers rose to power in the 3™ century CE. They expanded their work.
kingdom and built a strong empire. The administration was well organised. Trade - Buying and selling
People were happy and prosperous. Trade and agriculture were well of goods.
Ld‘.eveu'.oped. The Gupte. age is called the ‘Golden Ase’ of India. e
s —
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7.1.6 Society in the Gupta Age
® The society in the Gupta age was mostly rural. ¢ New Words &
® People lived in villages and depended on agriculture. Gramika - The headman
o Villages had headmen called gramika. ST Rk of @ village.
¢ Craftsmen lived in towns. They formed groups called “ e uifim;’]; ik
shrenis (guiid.s), gm.fésmn =
® People followed different religions. But they respected traders.
each other’s beliefs. & NP Literature - Writings like
R T poems, plays
A village in the Gupta age R A
7.1.7 Literature and Learning Scholar - A learned J
o This age was very impor‘éam’: for literature and iearrdn.g. PR
e Sanskrit was the main Lcm.gua.ge of literature.
o Great books, poems, plays and scientific works were written. e
; Remember
. Arsabha.{'a. wrote about mathematics and a.sf:ronomg, The—
¢ Kalidasa wrote famous plays like Abhgnana, Shakuntalam: i
Sthopleend universits e ok ledn: s
e Schools a universities were ce of ning. ¢ el Age
o Nalanda University was a very -famou.s centre of ieaming. - = 42
Afya.bllwh =L Sreaf Sc}ww RS i

7.1.8 Art, Architecture and Science

o The Gupéas built many temples and monuments.
e The temples were strong and bea.uf:ifuﬂ.y designeci.

® Sculp\‘:ures and paintings were very fme
e Science also progressed.. Peopl'.e studied mathematics,
a.sfr‘ommy and medicine.

e Iron Pillar at Delhi is a famous example of metal work.

e
N

In the 3rd century CE, the Gu.péa dynasty rose to power in
northern India. They had a strong administration, a rich
economy and a Peq.ce.fuf. .socf.eéb(. This age saw Sreaf progress
in literature, art, architecture and science. It is called the
Golden Age of India.

|
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Tale9 Relﬁgion in the Gupfa Aﬂe

® People followed different religions in the Gupta age.

o Hinduism was the main religion.

° People also foﬂowed Buddhism, Jainism and other
refigions.

o The Gupta rulers were religious and kind.

o They gave land and money to Brahmanas and
built many temples.

e [he rulers also resPecfed all r‘eligions.

7.1.10 The Gupta Age - A Golden Age

The Gupta age (s called the ‘Golden Age’ of India.

° Du.m'ng this time, India made great progress in many fields.
The Gupfa rulers were brave, wise and kind.
People were happy and lived in peace.

o Art, literature, science, trade and education all
grew du,ring this time.

The Gupta age (s remembered as one of the
best periods in\ Indian' history.

The Gupﬁa. age is called
the ‘Golden Age’ of India

because there was peace,

Prosperify and Sr‘ea.f

progress in all fieids.

B I e

Science and commerce
astronomy Newr Worde
s 3 Hinduism - The main re[c'gion
In Short g : of the Guptas.
rahmanas - Learned priests of
; = P
The Gupﬁa. dgnasfg rose to power (n the 3 cenfury CE AT
7?163 had a strong administration and a rich economy. Do - A state of no wer
People lived in peace and followed different religions. or fighting.
There was greaf progress in art, literature, science, P,.ospgr;fy — S il
trade and education. This Per‘iod is called the wealth.
‘Golden Ase,’ of India. J Progress - Moving forward
ta

and -':m?orouinﬂ.
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Ll _ﬁupfa Coins
e The GuPta rulers (ssued 30&1’., stlver and copper coins.
o The 301‘.0‘1 coins were thick and beautiful.
o Most of these gold coins had pictures of the king.
e Some Sold coins had pictures of lions and goddesses.
o On the back of the coins, the name and titles
of the king were written in the Brahmi script.
o These coins show that the Gupta rulers were
rich and Powerfui,

7.1.12 QGuilds and Trade

o Traders and craftsmen formed groups called guilds.

o These quilds looked after the interests of their members.
o They fixed rules for the quality of goods.

o They also helped in sefﬂing disputes among members.

o [rade increased a‘urﬂng the Gupf;a period.

e T "

o Traders U..SEG‘. [Cl.ﬂ,d T‘OI.H'.'&S as well as Sea .?"'OU.'&ES A s}u:P u,se,d_ i, ﬁra.de

EO CCL]"‘]"‘HI frade .

New Words
- An association of traders

or craftsmen.
Scripf - A set of written
letters.
Route - A path or road
taken while iravefﬁnﬂ,

7.1.13 The Gupta Empire - A Wide Empire Guild

The Gu]cf:a. Empir‘e was a ﬁarge empire.
It included most Pa.rfs of northern India.
It also included Parf:s of central India.

o The empire was very well ruled.

L] The People were haPPH and Pmsperous.

In Short

The Gupfa age was a time of peace, progress and prosperity.
The rulers were brave and wise. People lived a happy life.
Art, literature, science, trade and education all grew. The

I Gupta age is called the ‘Golden /3133’ of India.

-

=4 bemﬁﬁfuﬁ femp}.e of the Gupf:a. perﬁod
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7.1 A NEW POWER EMERGES

-Inthz?)"‘cenéurHCE,f:hsMumEmpim bzgun

to weaken.

® Many new kingdoms emerged.
The Gupta dynasty became an important power.
This Per'l'.od. st Sre.a.f progress in art, architecture,

literature and science.

7.1.1 THE WARRIOR KING

Snmud.m&upf:a. was one of the most Powerfuf.
Gupta rulers.

His achievements are recorded in the Prayaga
Prashasti.

Itis a pillar inscription at Pm&u.smj,

It was composed by his court poet Harisena.
Samudragupto. defeated many rulers and
expanded his empire.

Some defgatat{ ki.r\ss were reinstated as
tributaries.

His coins show his interest in art, learning
and trade.

On one coin, Samudrusupta. is shown playing
the wveena.

On the reverse side, the Sodde.ss Lakshmi

is shown, sHm.boU.sinS wealth, prosperity and.
divine blessing.

DID You KNOW?

Harisena Pm.z.&ed. Sa.nmdrugupfa. as !Kcr.uimja.’,
meaning “the one among sovereigns”.

7.1.2 A GOLDEN RULER : CHANDRAGUPTA II

Chandragupta. II was also known as Vikramaditya.

He was the son of Samudragupta.

His inscription is 'Fﬂund on the Iron Fillar cf Delhi.
The Iron FPillar is famous for its rust-resistant

metal.
W)

AIT... BUT HOW?
The rust-resistant Iron Pillar shows the
metallurgical achievements of the Gupta
Pel'l-.od..

7.2 ADMINISTRATION, TRADE AND REVENUE

Gupta. rulers used military power as well as
dip[omacﬂ and alliances.

They were given titles like Maharajadhiraja,
Samrat and Chakravartin to show their
supreme authority.

The main source of revenue was land tax.

Other sources - fines, taxes on artisans,

Erri'.ga.ﬂon., trade and cmfﬁs,

Revenue was used for administration, army,
temple-building, infrastructure and support

to scholars and artists.

India traded with the Mediterranean werld,

Southeast Asia. and China.

Exports included textiles, spices, ivory

Revenue - Money

and gemstones. llected by the

Socotra Island in the Arabian Sea was state.

an important stop in the Indian Ocean Tributary = A ruler

trade network. who accepts the
autharity of a more

-9-

7.3 _NEW IDEAS AND WONDERS — CLASSICAL AGE

o The Gupta pericd is called the ‘Classical Age' of India.
e Important developments included:

1. Sanskrit literature

. Metallurgy

£

3. Medicine

4

5. Art and architecture

. Mathematics and astronomy

= —

Pk

.1 GREAT LEARNERS

# Aryobhata - lived around 500 CE in Kusumapura (near Patna).

- Wrate Argnbhﬂﬁyu..

- Said the Farth rotates on its axis (day and mﬂh\‘.)
- Calculated a year as 365 days, & hours, 12 minates,
- Correctly explained solar and lunar eclipses.

* Varahamihira - based in Ujjayini.

* Kaolidasa - one af the greatest Sanskrit poets and dramatists,

* Ayurveda — traditional system of medicine, eodified during

- Famous work: Brihat Samhita.

- Wrote on astrenomy, u{rulow, architecture, town planning,

weather f&rmsﬁn&, -ﬁl.rmma and natural sciences.

- Famous work: Megﬁadu\‘.m (The Cloud Mesunser).

- A yaksha (minor deity) sends o message fo his beloved

ﬂ'u-o(.r.sll a cloud.

Gupta. Periad.

- Important texts: Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita.
- Knowledge of cataract surgery, bone-setting and early

forms of plastic surgery.
- Focus on Prcvcn-ﬁort as much as cure.

Aryabhata - t;, émat scholar
DID_You KNOW?
Agurveda takes o
holistic approach,
linking mind, body
and nature for

good health.

30 seconds.

A Gupta period Emp{.e
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7.4 GLIMPSES OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE

o Several kingdoms coexisted during the Gupta. period.

s The Gup’(‘.a..s used both miﬁf:ary power and alliances.

° ﬂwbt also a.dopéed impressimz titles such as
Ma.ha.ra.jccdhimjn. and Samrat to show their aufhoritg.

7.5 ALLIANCES AND MATRIMONY

o Probhavati Gupta was the daughter .of Chandragupto T.
¢ She married info the ngiﬂhbourf.ng Vakataka kin.stiom.

o After her husband’s early death, she became regent
and ruled on behalf of her young sons.

o This strengthened ties between the Vakatakas
and the Guptas.

She was known as ‘mother cvf two kinﬁ's’ because P mbhm;raft. G f;a.
;wr' s50ns I{Q:E;Er O.Scen.ded Ehﬂ fhmn—e u.F

DID You KNOW?
Ma.rriage.s were used as a Poiiﬁcaﬂ tool. ﬂug .’wlpea’.
dynasties strengthen their power without fighting.

7.6 DECLINE OF THE GUPTAS

o By the 6% century CE, the Gupta Empire began to weaken. o Mg D)

e Reasons for decline:
1. Repeated invasions by the Hunas.
2. Rise of powerful regional rulers.
3. Internal conflicts.

4, Weakeninﬂ o-f central control.




7.7 SOUTH AND NORTHEAST 1
|
|

F.7.1 THE PALLAVAS 7.7.2 KAMARUPA
o The Pallavas rose in southern India. . Kma.rufm. flou.rl.shed'. in. the
o Their capd:al was Kan.ch;.‘pumm Brahnwpufm va.u.eH, Lﬂf
e It was known as the o It covered Presen.f-dag Assam ‘
‘C&H of a thousand i‘emPf,e.s’ and Pw'ts Of Be-"ﬁ“l
o The Pallavas were great and Bangfa.d-ash. |
patrons of art and architecture. I g e (Bmhmﬂpdﬁamuzg} i
; A Varman cisnasf&. _
. way established Sha.hkas, : e
3 ¢ The region was called Pragjyotisha
centres of education. ; ; '
in the epics.
OIéismenﬁonadm{'heRamHm
and Mahabharata.

L]

Kinﬁ- Bha.gada.ﬂ:a. of Pragjyotisha
is named in the Mahabharata.

¥.8 GUPTA LEGACY
The Gupfa Per{od ieff a Lasims fs&o.c& in:

i Saiarte der |0 ArtdE 0 Litahiradtl | B Gotnance
Knaukdge Architecture L‘”"ﬂ"‘“ﬂe e Administration

* Mathematics | o Temples * Sanskrit literature | o Diplomacy

L AS&FDMMS . Scuf.Ffures o Works Uf Kalidase | ®  Alliances

o Medicine . Pm'nﬁn.gs o Puranas o Titles like

L4 Mefnuurss ¢ Cave art Samrat

ey » KEY WORDS
DID_YOU KNOW: SN T
MGupfnperiadisoféenmﬂeifherGoHenAgeofIndia’ be}iaifofa.ki-ng.
because af its achievements in many ﬁefd.s Ghotika - An ancient centre qf

ke higher education.
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Who was the fn.rrunls Chinese traveller who wvisited India

in the early 5% century CE? - Faxian (Fa-shi-anne).

Why did Faxian come to India? - To wvisit sacred Buddhist
sites, stwdj under rencwned scholars and collect Buddhist
manuscripts.

What did Faxian record dun'.n& his travels? — His
impressions of India's culture, governance and society.
What does Faxian's £ru.w.|’.o_3u.e Pmuidz? = A rare glimpse
of Gupta India through ﬁ:nisn eyes.

i According to Faxian, how were the people? - ﬂuﬂ

were numerous and J'm.lpp&.

Who established. houses for charity and medicines ? —

Heeads of Vaishbla. ﬁ:umbe.s (merchants or traders).

Who received food and medicines in these charitable houses? —
The poor, orphans and sick.

. Whe Provz'a‘.ed. treatment to the nted-:’? — Doctors.

Which fhmib.e.s were described bb' Faxian as rich, prosperous
and Fru.c&sins kindness and r@hﬁm&mss? - Vaishya families.

[ PRAYAGA PRASHASTI AND SAMUDRAGUPTA |

Who wrote the ngu.an. Frashasti? — Court Poet Harisena.
Whose achievements are recorded in the Pmﬂnsa Prashasti 7 —

Swrndrusupéa 's.

. Whe was the father of Chandragupta II? - Sam;aimﬂapfn.

What is the H'nﬂnga Prashastt? — A Pr'.!lu.r En.scn"ouon. at Pm.sa.&rnj
What does the Prayage Prashasti praise Samudragupta as? -
Kaviraja, ‘the one among smm&gm'.

What did Samudmﬂu'obu. de to un.l.f‘nf the emp;re? - He fﬁu&hﬁ‘:
many  wars, defeated numercus rulers and expanded his empire.
What l\a'p'oe_ngd. to some d.e.;%a.f:ed ku\ss’ = ﬂu:& were
reinstated as tributaries.

What did Snmmlmjup&a’s coins show besides his military Pouer?-
His interest in art, learning and trade.

Which musical nstrument s Smu-dmﬂupﬁa. shown Ipln:jms or
Which Sod.dz.ss appears on the reverse side of a Sn.nmqlrng«]pén.
coin? = Lakshmi.

What did the goddess Lakshmi on~ the coin symbolise? -
Wealth, prosperity and divine blessing .
-

2.
22.

23.

24,

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

3.

32,
33.

34.

35.
36.

37

[GREP.T LEARNERS, ART-ARCHITECTURE, DECLINE AND LEGACY

GREAT LEARNERS

38, Which Gupta-cra schelar Lived in Kusumapura near present-day
Fatna? = Aryabhote.

39, Around when did Rrsn.b-l'-mh. live? = Arcund 500 CE.

40, Which famous work was authorsd Ly Af‘._,u.ha.eu? - Aryabhatiya.

41, What did Aryabhata propose about the Earth? - The Earth rotates
on its axiz, explaining day and night.

42, What length of a year did Aryabhoto calculate? — 365 days, & hours,
12 minutes and 30 seconds.

43, What did Aryabhata correctly explain? — Solar and lunar eclipses.

44 Who was the famous mathemadician, astronomer and aatrologar
based in Ujjayini? - Varahamihira..

45. What was Varshamihira's fameus encyclopedic work? = Brihat Sambita.

46. What subjects did Brihat Samhita cover? = Astromary and astrolagy,
architecbure and fown planning, weathes ﬁ:ﬁ_ﬁnﬁb‘.ﬂs, farming and
natural sciences,

47, Whe was one of the greatest Sanskrit poets and dramatists of
thizs period? — Kalidasa.

48, Which famous poem was written by Kolidasa? = Meghadutam
(The Cloud Messenger).

49, Whe i the main ?CS“" = Mgshad.ula.n-.? — A yaksha { mairuoe .4...13).

50. Through what does the gyaksha send a message fo his beoloved? —
A pasiing elowd .

51. Which traditional syct of dicine was codified during the
Gupta peried? = Ayurveda.

52. Which two medical texts are mentioned in the book? — Charaka
Samhita and Sushruta Samhita.

53. Which surgical technigues are mentioned? — Cataract surgery,
bone-setting and early forms of plastic surgery.

54. What approsch did Ayurveda follow? — A holistic approach, linking

mind, body and nature.

55.

Eé.

57.

58,

59.

60,

&1,

62,

63,
G,

65,

66,

[ CHANDRAGUPTA II AND GUPTA ADMINISTRATION }

Who was also known as Vikramo.difgu? - Chandragupta II.

Whose inseription. is found on  the Iron Pillar af Delhi? —

A Jw‘\s named Chandra., Mfued. with C.’!nndraﬂu\péa_ II.

Which famous menument shows the metallurgical achievement

of the Gupta Period.? = The rust-resistant Iron Pillar cf Delhi.
What strategy did Gupta rulers use besides m.l'.h.ﬁarbc Powe.r? -
Diplomacy and alliances.

Which titles were adopted by Gupta rulers to show supreme
nu\‘:hnrifs? - Maharajadhiraja, Samrat and Chakravartin.
What was the main source of Gupta revenue ? — land tax.
What were the other sources of Gupta revenue? — Fines, taxes
on artisans, irrigation, trade and erafts.

What did Gupta revenue support? — Administration, army,
fzm.*:h—lnnﬂdh\ﬁ, inﬁ'ustrucfur?. and patronage af schelars and artists.
The Mediterranean world, Southeast Asia and China.

What did India exPar't d.w‘m.s the Gupbn. Penod? — Textiles,
spices, ivory ond gemstones.

Which island was an important stop in the Indian Ocean
trade network? — Secotra Island in the Arabian Sea.

[ ALLIANCES AND MATRIMONY |
Who was Prabhavati Gupta? — The daughter of Chandragupta i
Into which kingdom did Prabhavati Gupta marry? — The
neighbouring Vakataka. kingdom.
What did Prabhavati Gupta become after her husband’s early
death? — Resm{:.
On whose behalf did Prabhavati Gupta. rule? — Her young sons.
What did Prabhavati Gupta's” marriage strcnﬂﬂu.n? = Ties
betuweed the Vakatakas and the Auptas.
What does ‘mother of twe kinas* refer te? — Probhavatl Gupta's
sons who later ascended the throne.

2]

ART AND ARCHITECTURE

Whizh place became fameus for exquisite sculpburcs of the Buddha? -
Sarnath.
Which caves contain some of India's oldest surviving murala? -

Ajanta Caves.
Which natural pigments are mentioned for Ajanta paintings? -

Rud ochrn, lapis lasuli and charcsal.

Which fameus Bodhisattva mural iz shown in the book? —
Bodhisattva Fadmapani.

Which cawes in Madhya Pradesh confain striking carvings of
deities and opic atorica? - Udayagiri Coves.

Which Gupta-period temple is mentioned at Daogarh? =
Dashavatara Temple.

Where i3 the Dashavatara Temple located? — Deogarh,

Uttar Pradesh.

Which fuws sacred rivers are represented by farracotta sculptures? -

Ganga and  Yamune.
What is Ganga shown standing en? - A makars.
What is Yamuna shown upon? — A tertsise.

DECLINE OF THE GUPTAS AND OTHER KINGDOMS
By which century oid the Gupta Empire bogin to weaken? —
By the & contury CE.

Who repeatedly invaded the Gupta Empire? — The Hunas,
a Central Asian tribe.
. What was ancthor major cause of Gupta decline? - The rise

of pawerful ragional rulacs and intarmal canflicts.

. Which dynasty berame powerful in southers India? = Fallavas.
. What was the capital of the Pallavas? =

. What was Kanchipuram known as? = The ‘city of a thowsend temples’.

. What educatiomal centras were established by the Follavas? = Ghatbikas.
. Which kingdom flourished in the Brahmaputra welley? =

Kanchipuram.

Kamarupa.
Which dynasty ruled Kamarupa? — Varman dynasty.

What was the ancient name of the Kamarupa regiom in the epics? — FPragjyotisha.
Which tws epics mantion Pragjyotisha? — Ramayana and Mahabharate.

Which king of Pragjyotisha (s named in the Mahobharate? -

King Bhagadatta.

MUST-LEARN NAMES

F7. What four major areas form the Gupte legacy according to the book? -
Science & Knowledge, Art & Architecture, Lierature & Llanguage, and Governance.

Faxian -+ Chincic travella-

Samudragupta - Pragagae Prashasti

Haricana —=  Court t

Chandragupta II —+ Vikramaditya

Prabhavat! Gupto -+ Rogemt of Vakotaka kingdom

Arymblatem == Acyabhetiye
Varmbemihira, = Brihat Samhbite
Kalidasa - Moghosdutam.
Pallaves — Keanohipuros
Kamarups, -+ Braheaputes valloy
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26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32,
33.

34.
35.
36.

37,

38.
39.
40.

o

| ONE - LINER FACTS (Page-2) |

Who was also known as Vikramaditya? - Chandragupta IL.
Whose inscription. is found on the Iron Pillar of Delhi? -

A king named Chandra, identified with Chandragupta II.
Which famous monument shows the metallurgical achievement

of the Gupta period? = The rust-resistant Iron Pillar of Delhi.
What strategy did Gupta rulers use besides military power? -

Diplomacy and alliances. Tood DR
Which titles were adopted by Gupta rulers to show supreme authority? »  of Delhi
Maharajadhiraja, Samrat and Chakravartin.

What was the main source of Gupta revenue? — Land tax.

What were the other sources of Gupta revenue? — Fines, taxes on

artisans, irrigation, trade and crafts.

What did Gupta revenue support? = Administration, army, temple-building,
infrastructure and patronage of scholars and artists.

With which regions did India trade during the Gupta period? -
The Mediterranean world, Southeast Asia and China.

What did India export during the Gupta period ? — Textiles, spices,
ivory and.gemstonies.

Which island was an important stop in the Indian Ocean trade
network ? - Socotra Island in the Arabian Sea.

ALLIANCES AND MATRIMONY

Who was FPrabhavati Gupta? — The daughter of Chandragupta II.
Into which kingdom did Prabhavati Gupta marra? = The neighbouring
Vakataka kingdom.

What did Prabhavati Gupta become after her husband’s early death? = Regent.

On whose behalf did Prabhavati Gupta rule? — Her young sons.

What did Prabhavati Gupta’s marriage strengthen? — Ties between the

Vakatakas and the Guptas.

What does “mother of two ki.ngs” refe.r to? = Prabhavati Gupta’s sons who

later ascended the throne.

Which Gupta-era scholar lLved in Kusumapura near present -day Patna ? — Aryabhata.
Around when did Aryabhata live? — Around 500 CE.

Which famous work was authored by Aryabhata ? - Aryabhatiya.

&

Prabhavati
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41. Q. What did Argobhata propose about the Earth? — The Earth rotates
on its axis, explaining day and night.

42. Q. What length of o year did Aryobhata caleulate? — 365 days, 6 hours,
12 minutes and 30 seconds.

43. Q. What did Argabhata correctly explain? — Solar and lunar eclipses.

44, Q. Wﬁowcsihafmmmﬂmaﬁc&m,asémmwmdutmbger
based in Ujjayini? - Varahamihira.

45. Q. What was Varahamihira's famous encyclopedic work? — Brihat Sambhita.

46. Q. What subjects did Brihat Samhite cover? — Astronomy and astrology,
architecture and town planning, weather forecasting, farming and

47, Q. Who was one crf the anea.!:esﬁ Sanskrit Poets and dramatists
p . 4 KEY WORDS
o‘f this Fermd.? = Kalidasa. —_—— e e
48. Q. Which famous poem was written by Kolidasa? — Meghadutam et il pearil s
(The Cloud Messmﬂer). Wf “f 2 k"‘"ﬂ
49. Q. Who is the main figure in Meghadutam? — A yaksha (minor deity). Ghatika — An ancient centre of
50. Q. T]'l.mugh what does the 30-‘(41}!5- send a message to his beloved ? = husllur education.

A Po..ssthﬂ cloud .
51. Q. Which traditional sssfan of medicine was Coa&fmd aluruv.g the Gu.,ufa. Period'.? - Aau.rveda..

52. Q. Which two medical texts are mentioned in the book ? — Charake’ Samhita and Sushruta Samhita.
53. Q. Which su.ral'.c:u'. ée:h:u?ue.s are mentioned ? = Cataract surgery bongrsc&&xs and
Wt:j‘ form.s of plastic surgery.
54. Q. What approach did Ayurveda follow? = A holistic approach dinking mind, body and nature.
55. Q. Which place became famous for exquisite sculptures of  the Buddha? = Sarnath.
56. Q. Which caves contain some of India's oldest surviving murals 7 = Ajanta Caves.
57. Q. Which natural pigments are mentioned for Ajanta paintings? — Red ochre, lapis lazuli and charcoal.
58. Q. Which famous Bodhisattva mural is shown in the book? — Bodhisattva Padmapani. _
59. Q. Which caves in Madhga Pradesh contain sfrl'k-'as carvings af deities and epic stories? — Uhgasb{ Caves. @
60. Q. Which Gupta-period temple is mentioned at Deos-arh? =  Dashavatara Temple.
61. Q. Where is the Dashavatora Temple located ? — Deogarh, Uttar Pradesh. )
62. Q. Which two sacred rivers are represented by terracotta sculptures? = Ganga and Yamuna. il
63. Q. What is Gm\.&a. shown stqnalinﬂ on? = A makaera.
64. Q. What is Yamuna shown wpon? — A tortaise.
DECLINE OF THE GUPTAS AND OTHER KINGDOMS
* MUST-LEARN NAMES
65. Q. By which century did the Gupta Empire begin to weaken? — By the 6 century CE.
66. Q. Who repeatedly invaded the Gupta Empire? — The Hunas, a Central Asian tribe. + Faxian = Chinese traveller
67. Q. What was another major cause of Gupta decline? — The rise of powerful regional rulers and infernal conflicts. | * Samudragupta — Pragaga Prashasti
68. Q. Which dynasty became powerful in southern India? -+ Pallavas. * Harisena - Court poet
69. Q. What was the capital of the Pallavas? — Kanchipuram. + Chandragupte II — Vikramaditya
70. Q. What was Kanchipuram known as? = The “city of d thousand temples.” ¢ Prabhavati Gupta - Regent of
F1. Q. What educational centres were established by the Pallavas? - Ghatikas. Vakataka. kingdom
72. Q. Which kingdom flourished in the Brahmaputra valley? — Kamarupa. + Aryabhata — Aryabhatiya
73. Q. Which dynasty ruled Kamarupa? —  Varman dynasty. o Varahamikira = Brihat Samhits
74. Q. What was the ancient name of the Kamarupa region in the epics? — Pragjyotisha. * Kalidasa = Meghadutam
76. Q. Which two epics mention Pragjyotisha? — Ramagana and Mahabharata. MBS = Kindi
76. Q. Which king of Pragjyotisha is named in the Mahabharata? — King Bhagadatta. $ Sl gl feacaliay

7. QWhatfour mndarm-ea.sfomf;ﬁz(;upfalzﬁuzﬂ mrdul.ﬂ to the book? —
Sclence & Knowledﬂ;, Art & Archi&r.b.us, Literature & La.n.su.u.se., and Governance .
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CLASS-7 CHAPTER 7 : THE GUPTA ERA

HISTORY

| ONE - LINER FACTS (1 to 20) |

1. Q. Who was the fcu-rwus Chinese traveller who visited India
in the early o century CE? - Faxian (Fa-shi-anne).

2. Q. W‘nﬂ did Faxian come to India? — To visit sacred Buddhist
sites, stud.g under renowned scholars and collect Buddhist manuscripts. -ﬁ

3. Q. What did Faxian record d'.urmﬂ his travels 7 — His impressions Eilaas
of India’s culture, governance and society. travelogue

4. Q. What does Faxian’s fra.ve.losl.c.e Pr-ovf.cie.? - A rare sﬁmpse crf
Gupta India through -for-eisn eyes .

5 Q. Accor-d.i.n.s to Faxian, how were the Peon.e.? - Theﬂ were
Ripninet Cndy Copy)

6. Q. Who established houses ‘for‘ charity and medicines 7 — Heads
of Va.i.shﬁa. fa.mil'.i.es (merchants or traders).

7. Q. Who received ‘fooa'. and medicines in these charitable houses 7 —
The poor, orphans and sick.

8. Q. Who provided treatment to the need.gp — _Doctors .

9. Q. Which 'fmni.f.ie.s were described bﬂ Faxian as rich, prosperous and
Pra.c.f:isin.& kindness and rf.ghf:eousne.ss? - Va.i.shﬂa. fa_m.«.lt.e.s

10. Q. Who wrote the Pra.ya.sa. Prashasti ? — Court poet Harisena .

11. Q. Whose achievements are recorded in the Pra.ga.sa. Prashasti ? —
Sa.rm:.d.ra.supf.a. s .

12. Q. Who was the fa.ﬂter of Chand.ra.guf)ﬁa. I? - Samud.raﬂupﬁa..

13. Q. What is the Pr-a.aaga. Prashasti ? - A pillar inscription at Pr-ayagmj

14. Q. What does the Pra.ﬂa.ga. Prashasti praise Smdra.gu.fata. as? -
Kavira;ja., “the one among  sovereigns s

15. Q. What did Sa.mdra.gu.f:ta do to wlifg the e.mpim'.? = He foughﬁ
many wars, cl'.e.fe.aie.d numerous rulers and expanded his empire.

16. Q. What i'w.‘open.ed. to some d.efe.a.’l‘.ed. ’d.n.ss ? o The.g were
reinstated as tributaries.

17. Q. What did Sa.mudraﬂu.f)f:n.’.s coins show besides his military Powe.r? -

His interest in art, Iea.rm.nﬂ and trade . Sarn.ud.ﬂxﬁ qu‘.a,
18. Q. Which musical instrument is Sa.rrwd.ragupta. shown playing on a coin? - Flaﬂl"ﬁ veena
The veena . on a coin

19. Q. Which god.d.e.ss appears on the reverse side o'f a Sa.mud.rcﬂu]ota. coin
shown in the book ? = Lakshmi.

20. Q. What did the 3od.de.ss Lakshmi on the coin sgmbof.ise.? -
Wealth , .pr-asperity and divine bizssi.ng.



